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  A flood in 2017 left many Air Force 
ROTC records dirty and at risk of deterio-
ration. A grant from the Mary Chilton 
Daughters of the American Revolution 
(DAR) Foundation provided crucial dollars 
for the materials’ preservation. 
  The Mary Chilton DAR Foundation 
awarded a $2,500 grant to the South Dako-
ta State University Archives and Special 
Collections for supplies and equipment 
required for the cleaning and protection of 
the damaged documents. These specialty 
items include vacuum HEPA filters, dirt 
removal pads and brushes, archival quality 
storage items, and health equipment for 
staff who are working with the collection. 
  The flood at DePuy Military Hall, caused 
by heavy rain over one summer weekend 
that ran into a nearby construction hole, 
brought water and mud into the basement 
of the building and damaged hundreds of 
Air Force ROTC materials. The Archives 
staff was called to the emergency situation 
to try to save the records from irreparable 
mold damage. After two weeks of this 
work, the majority of the documents were 
salvaged.  
  Since the flood, the materials were moved 
to the Archives and are now part of its 
military science collections. However, staff 
availability did not allow for further work 
to be done and dried mud and dirt re-
mained on most of the items.  
  “The biggest impact this grant has upon 
the collections is that we 
  Sustainability has 
been on my mind 
quite a bit lately.  
  We are in the middle 
of writing a grant to a 
library supplier in 
hopes of attracting 
funding for a solar 
array on the Briggs 
Library roof. This is 
an investment this ven-
dor makes in a few lucky libraries every 
year. Briggs Library is scheduled for a roof 
replacement this summer, and our flat 
building with no surrounding shade makes 
it an ideal location for solar panels. If we 
are successful in attracting these funds, the 
solar array will help reduce energy costs for 
the campus. We would be thrilled to have 
the library contribute to SDSU’s sustaina-
bility efforts in this manner. 
  There are other ways we typically are in-
volved with sustainability in Briggs. We are 
very good about recycling! As you might 
imagine, we touch a lot of paper here, some 
of which has a limited lifespan (newspapers, 
for example). We also are very focused on 
sustaining (preserving) our unique special 
and archival collections. We had a grant to 
bring in consultants a couple of years ago to 
help us put together plans to ensure the 
sustainability of our one-of-a-kind materi-
als, and we are making 
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Damaged ROTC records advance toward 
preservation 
Archives student assistant Ella Padden (right) 
cleans Air Force ROTC records that were damaged 
during a 2017 flood (above). (Briggs Library photos) 
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Mary Chilton DAR grant 
provided momentum 
for process to begin 
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Open PRAIRIE is the SDSU public 
access institutional repository (IR). 
The IR supports the collection, 
preservation and dissemination of 
SDSU’s scholarship and creative 
output. It provides permanent stor-
age of and public access to institu-
tional materials. It has been a Briggs 








WORLDWIDE good progress on implementing the sugges-
tions. 
  Of particular interest to me are some other 
definitions of “sustain” that are pertinent. 
After more than twelve months of disrup-
tion due to COVID, there has been a need 
to sustain – to sustain our services, to sus-
tain our focus, and to sustain our efforts to 
keep our patrons safe. 
  Merriam-Webster lists the following defini-
tions: 
1. To give support or relief to 
2. To supply with sustenance: nourish 
3. To keep up, prolong 
4. To carry or withstand (a weight or 
pressure) 
5. To buoy up (sustained by hope) 
  We in Briggs Library strive to give support to 
the students, faculty and community mem-
bers who use our services. We endeavor to 
supply people with resources to nourish their 
information needs. It has been a prolonged 
effort to apply COVID restrictions, to ad-
just our services to assure patron safety, and 
to realign staffing to meet the most pressing 
needs. I’m proud to say that the Library 
employees have been up to the challenge of 
withstanding the pressures that have arisen. As 
the university anticipates a more normal 
operation in the fall, people are sustained by 
hope for the future. 
  As we move into a new, COVID-
conscious world, may you too be sustained 
by hope. 
Notes, cont. from page 1 
  For its first event in more than a year, 
Briggs Library welcomes authors Christine 
Stewart-Nuñez and Steven Wingate for a 
special evening of conversation. 
  The duo will discuss the theme 
“Becoming a Writer” during this virtual 
event on May 20. Friends and supporters 
of Briggs Library are invited to an exclu-
sive session with the presenters at 6:30 pm, 
where attendees can listen to an expanded 
discussion on the night’s theme and have 
an extra opportunity to pose their own 
What: Becoming a Writer, a special conver-
sation with SDSU authors Christine Stewart-
Nuñez and Steven Wingate  
When: Thursday, May 20  
   Friends program — 6:30 pm 
   Public program — 7 pm 
Where: Zoom — https://sdstate.zoom.us/
j/92256228811 OR scan the QR code with 
your device 
Event includes special 
session for Friends 
  The Zoom 
event can be ac-
cessed by scan-





Both the Friends 
session and pub-
lic program are 
free to attend with no prior registration. 
  Stewart-Nuñez is the current South    
Dakota poet laureate and an SDSU Eng-
lish professor. She has authored several 
poetry books, including Untrussed and Blue-
words Greening (both 2016), and edited the 
South Dakota Poetry Society Anthology 
South Dakota in Poems (2020). Her pub-
lished works explore history, popular cul-
ture, international travel, art and medical 
science.  
  Wingate is an associate professor of Eng-
lish at SDSU and an associate editor of 
Fiction Writers Review. Wingate’s works  
include the novels The Leave-Takers (2021) 
and Of Fathers and Fire (2019), as well as a 
short story collection and a digital memoir. 
His specialty areas include craft of fiction 
and digital narratives. 
Steven Wingate 
As we went to press, we received the sad news of the passing of Sharon 
Rinehart. Sharon served the patrons of Briggs Library for 33 years. She 
was in the Access Services department at the time of her retirement in 
December 2019. Our condolences are with her family. 
In Remembrance 
questions to the 
authors. The pub-
lic program begins 
at 7 pm. Wingate 
and Stewart-
Nuñez will cover 
a variety of topics 
related to life as a 
writer, such as the 
non-writing tasks 
of a published 
author (like pro-
motion and speaking engagements), and 
how writers have been affected by COVID
-19. They’ll have tips for beginning writers, 
and touch on their own recent works. 
There will be time for Q&A at the end. 
 





There are many ways to add to the 
success of the library! Below are 
funding opportunities to consider. 
• $150 to digitize one 16mm film 
from the Ben Reifel Collection, 
or $3,000 to digitize all twenty-
six 16mm films, which relate to 
his public service career. Reifel, 
a Lakota, was the only American 
Indian in Congress in the 1960s. 
• $600 to preserve 13 Future 
Farmers of America scrapbooks 
from the Scotland, SD, chapter. 
Materials in the books range 
from 1952—2003. 
• Up to $5,000 for student assis-
tants to digitize ROTC records 
(see page 1 article).  
See the Briggs Library Wish List at 
www.sdstate.edu/hilton-m-briggs-
library/briggs-library-wish-list. 
Friends of the Hilton M. Briggs 
Library are people who support 
the library, whether through   
monetary or material donations, 
or as library advocates.  
A Friends of the Library contribu-
tion comes with benefits including 
invitations to library programs, a 
newsletter, a digital bookplate on 
the library website and a Jack 
Read poster. 
For more information about 
Friends of the Hilton M. Briggs 
Library, or becoming a donor or 
volunteer, please contact the     
Library Operations Manager at 
Emmeline.Weber@sdstate.edu or 
(605) 688-5564. 
To make a gift as a Friend of the Hilton M. 
Briggs Library, fill out and detach this portion of 
the sheet, and send it and the contribution to: 
SDSU Foundation  
(70760 SDSU Library Fund) 
Box 525 
Brookings, South Dakota 57007 
___ book purchases or online resources 
___ Archives and Special Collections 
___ student assistant scholarships 
___ furniture and equipment updates 
___ library event sponsorship 
___ library artwork 
___ greatest need 
___ other: __________________________ 
Name: ________________________________________________________________ 
Email: ________________________________________________________________ 
SDSU Affiliation: _______________________________________________________ 
Enclosed: ___ $50   ___ $100   ___ $250   ___ $500   ___ $1,000   ___ other: _________ 
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Friends of the 
Hilton M. Briggs Library Gifts from Friends of the Hilton M. Briggs Library directly support the library’s efforts to advance scholarly excellence in a welcoming space for South Dakota State University’s  
students, faculty, staff and community.  
The Impact of Friends 
FDLP keeps America informed 
throughout pandemic 
  2020 will be remembered as a particularly 
eventful year. Massive quantities of information 
have been produced on the issues that arose. 
The Federal Depository Library Program 
(FDLP), of which SDSU is a member, is com-
mitted to “Keeping America Informed” even 
during pandemics and controversial elections. 
FDLP allows libraries to choose which U.S. 
government agencies they will collect publica-
tions from and in what format. Those publica-
tions are then made available to the public. The 
program is designed to make sure that the 
American public has access to the information 
their government produces and sponsors. 
  For example, as of mid-March 2021, more 
than 1,300 government publications had been 
produced on the topic of COVID-19. The vast 
majority of these documents are available 
online. Briggs Library has cataloged 555 of 
these and made 
them readily avail-
able via the Quick 





You can see the 
agency that sponsors the documents by clicking 
on the Author/Creator arrow on the left side of 
the page. 
  There are government publications on virtually 
any subject you can imagine whether in refer-
ence to a recent event or topics of interest in 
our country’s past. Check out the government 
documents in the Briggs Library Quick Search 
or use the research guide on government docu-
ments to locate information produced by the 
U.S. government (https://libguides.sdstate.edu/
government). 
by Government Documents    
Librarian Elizabeth Fox 
 
were able to purchase the appropriate supplies that will allow 
us to remove the dirt from the documents and to properly 
store the collections,” said Archivist Michele Christian. “This 
will make the documents more usable and aid in preserving 
the collections for generations to come.” 
  With the Mary Chilton DAR Foundation grant supporting 
the purchase of the cleaning supplies, a senior student assis-
tant, Ella Padden, has started the process of gently removing 
surface dirt from the records as much as possible without 
causing additional damage. Once cleaned, Padden inserts pho-
tographs into sleeves, puts documents in folders, and places 
the items into appropriately sized boxes. She then creates 
finding aids by inventorying folders and describing the collec-
tions. The finding aids are uploaded online and make the col-
lection usable by researchers, SDSU ROTC alumni and South 
Dakota veterans who may be interested in these records.  
  The next step of the project will be to locate and secure 
funding for student assistants to digitize and describe selected 
materials from the military science collection and make the 
digital files available in the Digital Library of South Dakota. 
The military science collection has historical significance to 
the military science student experience in South Dakota, and 
documents the changes to military training on land-grant col-
lege and university campuses throughout the 20th century. If 
you are interested in supporting the preservation and digitiza-
tion of the SDSU military science collection, please contact 
Christian at (605) 688-4906 or michele.christian@sdstate.edu. 
ROTC records, cont. from page 1 
4 Friends of the Hilton M. Briggs Library 
Archives and Special Collections has unveiled a new virtual exhibit. 
“Sharing Power” describes the obstacles of the 107th U.S. Senate, 
which was nearly evenly split between Democrats and Republicans, 
and how Senators Thomas Daschle (D-SD) and Trent Lott (R-MS) 
worked together to avoid gridlock. Cage Consoer, an Archives stu-
dent assistant and undergraduate political science major, curated the 
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Trials of 107th U.S. Senate featured in 
“Sharing Power” virtual exhibit 
The above exhibit photo shows (left to right) 
Senate party leaders Trent Lott and Tom 
Daschle, House Majority Leader Dick 
Gephardt and President George W. Bush, 
October 10, 2001. (Official White House 
photo). Student Cage Consoer (right) created 
the new exhibit. (Briggs Library photo) 
